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Students succeed with INFOhio @ your library

The school library isn’t what it used to be. Even its name has changed. Far from being “just books,” today’s school library media center connects students with a wide range of media, including books, videos, CDROMs and the Internet—not to mention databases and other online resources most parents don’t know how to use. The most powerful electronic resource available to all Ohio schools and students is INFOhio, a virtual library funded by state and federal funds.

INFOhio provides a core collection of electronic, age-specific, curriculum-related resources for PreK-12 use in Ohio. Negotiating a statewide contract for these resources makes them available across the state without charge to individual schools. INFOhio pays less than 50¢ per student on behalf of the State of Ohio to provide all these resources to the students and educators in every public and non-public school.

Dr. Ross Todd and Dr. Carol C. Kuhlthau in their study Student Learning through Ohio School Libraries surveyed 13,000 students in Ohio PreK-12 schools. The study results show there is a direct link between student achievement and school library media programs that are staffed by professional media specialists and stocked with a full range of print, electronic and other resources.
One student’s comment represents the feelings of many about the importance of school libraries and INFOhio, “Through our school library, I learned of credible sources from links on our Web site. Using programs such as EBSCOhost (INFOhio) has helped me to refine my search to good sources and eliminates looking through Web sites that are not credible.”
INFOhio is critical to Ohio’s teaching and learning. Its educational services can be linked to student achievement and performance, standards-based instruction, teacher effectiveness and technological competence.

Note: [Include a personal statement or use the quote below.]

Deb Logan, Mt. Gilead High School Librarian, “…I need to prepare my students to live and work in an information-based economy. My students need access to the high quality subscription databases provided by INFOhio.”

To learn more about what’s available on INFOhio go to www.infohio.org or check out the [name of school library] Web page [insert web address].
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