Ohio School Library Updates

Ohio’s Leadership for School Libraries

Leadership for School Libraries is an Ohio partnership comprised of a collaboration between the Ohio Department of Education, the Ohio Educational Library Media Association, the Information Network for Ohio Schools (INFOhio), and the State Library of Ohio. The mission of Leadership for School Libraries is to provide leadership to Ohio’s school library community through the integrated efforts of state-level entities.

Current members include: Ann Hanning, Executive Director, OELMA, Gayle Geitgy, President, OELMA, Linda Cornett, Vice President and Conference Chair, OELMA, Theresa Fredericka, Executive Director, INFOhio, Cynthia Hustead, Project Assistant, INFOhio, Roxane Oakley, Consultant, State Library of Ohio, and Carla Southers, Consultant, Ohio Department of Education.

Leadership for School Libraries has fostered a working partnership between each state agency and facilitated an open dialog between the leaders of these agencies.

Current projects include the identification of innovative Ohio school library practices, and the development and presentation of a conference session at AASL.

Innovative School Library Practices Awards

Leadership for School Libraries has established an award to honor innovative school library practices. The innovative school library practices should highlight or demonstrate effective programs, essential services, and equitable resources. 

This award has been established to identify and publicize exemplary school library practices to all of Ohio’s schools, and to encourage school librarians to submit the practice to Ohio’s Best Practices Committee. (www.ohiosbest.org). Award criteria and nomination forms will be available September 2001.

AASL Exploratorium

A new feature at the AASL conference is the Exploratorium. It’s a 2-hour session consisting of hands-on learning stations that showcase the “best practices” of school libraries and state organizations. 

     Ohio’s Leadership for School Libraries Partnership has been selected as one of the 25 Exploratorium participants. The Exploratorium is scheduled to kickoff the conference on Thursday, November 15, 1:00 P.M.-3:00 P.M. Additional information can be found at the AASL Exploratorium Web site http://www.ala.org/aasl/indy/exploratorium.html.
AASL National Conference

The AASL 10th National Conference and Exhibition, Coming Together as a Community of Learners, will take place November 14-18, 2001 in Indianapolis, Indiana. The conference will mark the 50th anniversary of AASL. The preliminary program and conference registration information may be found on the conference Web site: http://www.ala.org/aasl/indy/index.html. 

Technology Standards Update

The Joint Council of the State Board of Education and the Ohio Board of Regents is developing standards, which identify what all students should know and be able to do in the area of technology.

The technology standards will address a broad range of technology experiences with application in educational technology, computer technology, and information literacy; as well as, provide a technological literacy foundation for advanced experiences in technology education, computer science, and information technology systems. The standards will be identified and integrated into other curricular areas. Information related to the Technology standards may be found at this URL: http://www.ode.state.oh.us/ca/ci/acs/acstechnology.htm.

The following studies and documents are guiding the development of the technology standards:

· ELearning: Putting a World-Class Education at the Fingertips of All Children; the National Educational Technology Plan (U.S. Department of Education, December 2000) http://www.ed.gov/Technology/elearning/index.html

· National Educational Technology Standards for Students (International Society for Technology in Education June 1998) http://cnets.iste.org/index2.html

· Power of the Internet for Learning; Moving from Promise to Practice (Report of the Web-Based Education Commission to the President and US Congress December 2000) http://interact.hpcnet.org/webcommission/index.htm

· Standards for Technological Literacy: Content for the Study of Technology (International Technology Education Association, April 2000) http://www.iteawww.org/TAA/STLstds.htm

The first technology standards writing session will take place in the Fall of 2001. Nominations for technology standards writing team members are currently being accepted. If you are interested in being a member of the writing team please contact: 

Carla A. Southers, Library/Media/Technology Consultant, Ohio Department of Education 614-466-2947, carla.southers@ode.state.oh.us.

