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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Educators Honored by State's Electronic School Library Network

COLUMBUS – Educators, school librarians and state legislators recently honored Dr. George Tombaugh, the Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) Advisory Council, and eight school districts and agencies for their pioneering efforts in providing the right student with the right resource at the right time.  

INFOhio sponsored the recognition event held on May 16, 2001 in Columbus.  INFOhio is the state's electronic library and automation network, which provides a wide range of electronic databases, instructional resources, standardized software and technical support for Ohio's primary and secondary school students. 

According to INFOhio Executive Director INFOhio Theresa Fredericka, "The challenge we face today is blending traditional educational resources with the power of technology and the tools of the information age -- computers, the Internet, electronic databases, visual images, and interactive media.  All students need equal access to these tools and to the wealth of information they offer.  It is important to recognize the efforts of our colleagues who are leading the way in this challenging new era."

The following individuals and schools were honored for their outstanding achievements: 

· Dr. George Tombaugh, Superintendent of the Westerville City Schools.  Dr. Tombaugh began his career as a mathematics teacher with Sylvania Schools and has held numerous administrative positions, including Superintendent of the Springfield Schools for 20 years.  Dr. Tombaugh understands the purpose and significance of school media centers as an integral part of the education process. He also

recognizes that information-gathering skills are important life skills that promote life-long learning. In 1999, he served as Governor Taft's Executive Assistant for Education and as Education Policy Advisor and liaison with the Department of Education, Board of Regents, School Facilities Commission, SchoolNet Commission, and Ohio Education Telecommunications Commission.

· The LSTA Advisory Council.  This group has provided seed money to automate hundreds of school libraries.  In the past three years, they awarded 120 grants totaling almost $6 million to K-12 libraries, benefiting nearly one-half million Ohio students.  LSTA grants help to provide students with greater access to school and public library materials across the state. Dr. Jack Kues, Professor of Family Medicine and Assistant Dean for Continuing Medical Education, University of Cincinnati is the LSTA Advisory Council Chair.

· Beachwood City Schools; Chauncey Elementary (Athens City Schools); Claymont City Schools; D. Russel Lee Career Technology Center; Franklin County Educational Service Center; Hudson City Schools; Napoleon Area City Schools; Warren City Schools and Trumbull 100 community service group.
Each of these school districts and agencies have developed unique library media programs implementing INFOhio's vision of embracing appropriate, emerging technologies to provide equity of information for students and teachers.

Established nearly 10 years ago, INFOhio is part of the Ohio Department of Education operated through the Management Council of the Ohio Education Network.  It uses the existing school telecommunications infrastructure to link school libraries statewide and provide web-based access to more than one million items via an electronic card catalog.  It also allows every primary and secondary school in the state, regardless of size, location or fiscal resources, to access a core collection of electronic resources.

