INFOhio Users Council Meeting Summary

Oct. 22, 2008

State Library of Ohio

12:00-4:00

12:30-12:40
Terri Fredericka opened the meeting with a welcome and introductions of Marie Sabol and Kathy Halsey from OELMA and the INFOhio Staff.
12:40-1:00
Karon Lippincott, Past UC Chair stepped in to run the meeting due to the absence of Beth Hotchkiss.  Karon called the roll by asking each ITC to introduce their UC members and share a bit of information about their Fall Users Council meeting.  All ITC areas were represented at this meeting.

1:00-1:30
Regular Business

Karen Lippencott moved and Michele Fabbro seconded an amendment to the rules:  “The Chair-elect position is open to anyone on the User’s Group Council i.e. it can be either the Sr. or Jr. member of the team with terms to be adjusted as necessary.” Discussion – those who are interested and available should be the ones to serve. Majority voted yes.

Julie Thogmartin (NCOCC) volunteered to be nominated for the Chair-elect position and was unanimously voted into office. Julie becomes Chair-Elect starting October 22, 2008-June 30, 2009 and assumes the Chair position

 July 1, 2009-June 30, 2010.

Gayle Geitgey reviewed blackboard and UC listserv process.  The directions for these resources have been placed on Blackboard.  If anyone needs Blackboard help, contact Gayle.

Cynthia Duchane discussed the INFOhio District Contact Project.  Cynthia will be working with the UC to make it easier to keep the district contact list up to date.  

1:30-2:00
INFOhio Resources Update - David Ambrose

The UC was reminded that the INFOhio Fall 2008 Toolkit is available at http://www.infohio.org/Toolkit.html. Slide one has notes about which slides have been updated. There are Getting Started Guides under Help Resources for each resource. The Record (online newsletter) will have updates in general. 

SchoolRooms button has changed to full SchoolRooms product and includes the district library search (same password). The speed should improve because it has its own server.  SchoolRooms is free through end of year.

Internet2: what is it, who can use it was presented by Paula Deal (retired librarian North Olmstead). To find out more about Internet2 go to http://www.infohio.edu/educator/internet2background.html One question that was asked was How do we get the word out especially to non-INFOhio users?. 

Sharing good ideas on how you share INFOhio with your students, teachers and parents 

Sally Gummere (LACA) – INFOhio hunt cards – blank forms on web, step by step instructions, hunt card on one side – detailed instructions (can include password) on the back such as emailing, links to hunt cards on her library web page. Sally posted these to the listserv .

Christy Barker (MDECA) – Enlightened Fridays teachers come in on their planning period, sent invitations, posters, snacks, pens – go through INFOhio resources.

Cindy Bramson (NWOCA) – Professional development hours – after school meetings, learn about INFOhio and get goodies.

Donna Briggs described PageFlakes to help keep track of information on the new INFOhio databases http://www.pageflakes.com/dbriggs 

Jan Kelly shared a survey she created for the Fall meeting at LGCA. She will share it on the listserv.  This was a good way to collect evidence of how INFOhio helps staff.  Jan posted this to the UC listserv.
2:00-2:25
Setting Direction for Ohio’s Education P-20

Sheila Benedum shared her experience giving testimony at the Governor’s Town Hall meeting in her area. Governor Strickland plans to roll out an education plan in February.  To learn more about the town halls go to http://www.conversationoneducation.org 
Update on 12-13 Transition Project Preparing 21st Century Ohio Learners for Success: The Role of Information Literacy and Libraries by Sheila Benedum and Gayle Geitgey.  The White Paper is online at  

http://www.infohio.org/12-13TransitionWhitePaper200809.pdf  

Be sure to look at the goals and at page 7 of White Paper for the action steps.
2:25-2:45
Terri Fred discussed Setting Strategic Direction for INFOhio and looked specifically at the INFOhio Targets for 2008-2009.  Terri also discussed the current funding situation and outlook for FY 10/11.  She shared that because of the October cuts SIRS Discoverer was going to be cut, but with a generous grant from eTech we will be able to keep SIRS through the end of the school year.  Terri also shared that INFOhio Central has to cut a great deal from the operations and also that more cuts could be possible in January.  Terri encouraged the UC to begin to think of all the ways we can advocate for INFOhio.

2:45-3:45
Setting Goals for the Users Council was started by discussing 


Types of support, how do we measure this?

Ideas for sharing our support for INFOhio

Ways the UC members can help
Update INFOhio Talking Points—group work

Each of these worksheets will be collated and sent out to the Users Council for further discussion.
Next meeting—February 2, 2009 from 2:00-4:00 at the eTech conference.
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