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The following talking points will assist your discussions with state legislators and aides, school board members, members of the press, and others regarding INFOhio’s 2000th automated building celebration. Please use the talking points as a guide, placing them in your own words whenever possible and adding examples of how school libraries benefit Ohio’s students. Pick a few points to emphasize during brief encounters; use others to answer questions. Refer questions or concerns you can’t address to someone who can.
INFOhio has helped automate more than 2,180 Ohio schools, providing online access to building and district holdings to assist more than one million students and teachers in using their expensive print and non-print collections. More than 450 Ohio school districts have at least one participating building. Federal Library Services Technology Act (LSTA) funding has helped more than 1,000 schools lower local automation costs. Another INFOhio automation project serves Area Media Centers and Special Education Regional Resource Centers, making their collections of state- and federally-funded materials easier to locate and support instruction.

The INFOhio Union Catalog of K-12 Curriculum Resources compiles of over one million unique bibliographic records of resources held by Ohio public and private school libraries. The Curriculum Resource Catalog identifies resources supporting Ohio's Academic Content Standards. It is used by school library media specialists for collection development and to copy bibliographic records for local materials.

INFOhio provides 13 electronic resources at no cost to every Ohio K-12 student and teacher, at school and at home, at any Internet-connected computer. This Core Collection of Electronic Resources is educator-selected and supports all grade levels and subject areas, and includes hundreds of professional journals that meet teacher needs. By working with the State Library of Ohio and other Ohio library networks, INFOhio provides these resources for 45 cents per student this year; if purchased by individual buildings at list price, the cost would be well over $50.00 per student. INFOhio supports these resources with teaching materials and in-service training.

INFOhio accomplishes its mission to Ohio students and educators with “Three Es”:

▪ Effectiveness – INFOhio is administered by experienced library media professionals receiving guidance from a broad base of educators who help inform their students and colleagues about INFOhio’s resources and services throughout Ohio in a timely manner. The INFOhio Web site links to resources and services for statewide access.

▪ Efficiency – INFOhio makes use of existing agencies, networks, and infrastructure to provide services that are fundamental to 21st Century education. Providing services statewide affords the lowest possible costs.

▪ Equity – INFOhio supports the instruction of all Ohio K-12 students, in public and private institutions.

The 23 Data Acquisition Sites (DASites) of the Ohio Education Computer Network provide critical, statewide network infrastructure for INFOhio and other K-12 services. DASite staff maintain central servers for INFOhio’s library automation program, allowing building library media staff more time to use with students and teachers and less time devoted to technical tasks. DASites play a role in the delivery of INFOhio’s Core Collection of Electronic Resources and assist their customers with training and technical support.

INFOhio and the DASites work closely with Ohio SchoolNet to make best use of SchoolNet’s installed base of computer hardware in school libraries and other classrooms throughout Ohio. A SchoolNet line item funds INFOhio’s share of Core Collection costs.

OELMA’s research study, Student Learning Through Ohio School Libraries, confirms that “effective school libraries, with actively involved school library media specialists, positively affect student’s development of research, ethical usage, and other information literacy skills.” [Suellyn Stotts, quoted in OELMA News, Vol. I, No. 3, Winter 2003, p. 1.]
The research of Keith Curry Lance (The Colorado Study) and others indicates that students having access to high-quality library media programs perform better on standardized tests than their peers without such programs.

Ohio Department of Education’s Ohio Guidelines for Effective School Library Media Programs represent a standards-based education approach to school library media programs, defining what students should know and be able to do as a result of an effective school library media program.
Recently approved by the Ohio’s State Board of Education, the Technology Academic Content Standards join similar standards in other content areas and include an Information Literacy Standard. This emphasizes the role school library media programs have in educating Ohio students for their futures in our society.
The State Library of Ohio supports school libraries by coordinating resource sharing through MORE (Moving Ohio Resources Everywhere) and by Libraries Connect Ohio, a successful project with INFOhio, OhioLINK and OPLIN to purchase electronic resources available to all Ohio citizens at the lowest possible cost to Ohio taxpayers. The State Library administers LSTA funds that have provided more than $2,000,000 to support Ohio school library media center patrons during the last five years.

The Institute for Library & Information Literacy Education (ILILE) focuses on collaboration among K-12 classroom teachers and library media specialists to advance library and information literacy in K-12 curricula. The school library media specialist plays an important role in instruction and curriculum development, serving all students and staff.
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