INFOhio Skills Module: Using Electronic Resources in the Classroom

We will be using Internet Explorer for this workshop. If you prefer another browser, you will find most of the resources operate in the same manner within another browser. The instructor will demonstrate at times. Students will observe the demonstration, then explore the web resources, and finally share their findings with colleagues. This session will highlight four of the basic reference resources that anchor the INFOhio Core Collection:

· EBSCOhost – Provides full-text articles from more than 6,000 popular magazines, scholarly journals and newspapers

· Encyclopedia Britannica Online –Provides access to three complete encyclopedias.

· American National Biography – Tells the store of our nation through the lives of its people with 18,000 biographies.

· SIRS Discoverer Deluxe – Our premier elementary/middle school resource designed to develop students’ research, reading, writing, language and computer skills. To access the web sites that we will be exploring, you will be directed to type the URL < http://www.infohio.org > into your Address bar. 

Pre-Assessment Checklist - 5 minutes

Print and distribute the included Pre-Assessment Checklist.

Quick introduction to purchased Electronic Resources - 5 minutes
Electronic Resources provides a core collection of electronic, age-specific, curriculum-related resources for K-12 use in Ohio. Negotiating a statewide contract for these resources makes them available across the state without charge to individual schools. Access includes usage for all Ohio K-12 schools as well as home access for students, teachers and parents across the state – the entire educational community.

The INFOhio Informational Brochure on Electronic Resources [PDF 4 pgs 2.7 Mb] is located at:  < http://www.infohio.org/About/documents.html > 

Electronic Resource searching and database searching - 5 minutes

Steps to take when first using an electronic resource. 

We teach our students to approach a book by first determining the content of the book, the reading level of the book and how the book is organized through particular steps such as looking at the table of contents, and testing for readability.  In like manner we need to also teach our students how to approach an electronic resource by using particular strategies.  Distribute the “Electronic Resource Overview” handout. This document will be helpful for both instructors and students in approaching Electronic Resources for the first time. 

INFOhio Electronic Resources - 5 minutes

Usernames and passwords that may be required for home use of some resources can be obtained from your school librarian, technology coordinator or DA Site Staff Provider < http://www.infohio.org/About/dasites.html >.  Have users access the INFOhio page at < http://www.infohio.org >. Look at the organization of this site. Select the “Core Collection” button to familiarize yourself with all of the 

Electronic Resources INFOhio offers.  Note the option for help pages when you enter a source, the informational blue “i” button.

Electronic encyclopedias – Britannica Online - 30 minutes

Support and help materials are online at <http://www.infohio.org/ER/EBhelp.html> 

Use Britannica to demonstrate how to approach an electronic resource.  Choose a search that is relevant to your participants -- such as Martin Luther King if you are reviewing this in January.

1. Determine Content - encyclopedias at various reading levels, Internet sites, video and media, magazines, learning materials, resources for teachers, dictionary, thesaurus, atlas. 

2. Menu bar - Home - Help - Browse - Guided Tour - Learning Materials

3. Search Engine - Search Tips in Help menu - Advanced, Natural Language, Exact Match - Review how each of these searches are performed. Note spelling help - click if you are unsure of spelling. 

4. Reading level of material - Read the Getting Started section of the Help menu - also look at a few articles from the various sections. Note email/print/citation within the articles 

5. Help - Look at Frequently asked questions.  Look at the criteria used for selecting Web Sites - as an example of the type of information you will find available by using the help pages of a product.   

Give participants a few minutes to look up items of interest to them. 

Electronic reference works - American National Biography - 10 minutes

Support and help materials are online at
http://www.infohio.org/ER/ANBhelp.html
As a large group walk through American National Biography using this same 5-step process. 

1. Look at the Background section of the menu bar to determine the content of this source. Be sure to point out the menu items on the left column as well as across the top of the page. 

2. Review the menu bar items. Pay particular attention to the Customer Support page.  On the sidebar participants may choose to have a biography of the day emailed to them. Also pay attention to the Special Features, which focuses on a particular topic. 

3. Search - point out the difference between the quick search and the custom search - Look at the special collection search.  Click on one of the special collections, then click on an article.  Look at the article and note the email/print options as well as the cross-references, images, online resources. 

4. Reading level - have participants determine approximate reading level and grade level for this resource. 

5. Help - Briefly look at the help section. 

Give participants a few minutes to seek information on their own.  

Electronic multiple resources - SIRS Discoverer - 30 minutes

Support and help materials are online at http://www.infohio.org/ER/SIRShelp.html
Two options for introduction are presented.  Use Option 1 if you have a group of learners who are unsure of themselves.  Use Option 2 if you have a group of independent learners.

Option 1

Guide the participants through the SIRS Discoverer electronic resource. 

1. Menu bar is on the bottom. Tour includes student and teacher interactive teaching tool.  Workbooks are downloadable. 

2. Searching is by keyword, subject, or in advanced author, title or full text. Searches can be limited by reading level. Subject Tree searches are available. 

3. This resource is accessible to visually and auditorily handicapped students. 

4. Special collections of resources such as photo essays and fiction are made available in database features. 

5. The INFOhio logo will return you to the INFOhio page.  

Have participant’s work as partners to review SIRS Discoverer.  Give participants 10 minutes to review this resource.  Then lead a discussion centering on how this resource will be used in the classroom.

Option 2

Have participant’s work as partners to review SIRS Discoverer.  Give participants 15 minutes to review this resource.  Then lead a discussion in which the product features and classroom integration ideas are revealed.  Be sure these items are included in the discussion: 

1. Menu bar is on the bottom. Tour includes student and teacher interactive teaching tool.  Workbooks are downloadable. 

2. Searching is by keyword, subject, or in advanced author, title or full text. Searches can be limited by reading level. Subject Tree searches are available. 

3. This resource is accessible to visually and auditorily handicapped students. 

4. Special collections of resources such as photo essays and fiction are made available in database features. 

5. The INFOhio logo will return you to the INFOhio page.  

Electronic periodical aggregator- EBSCOhost - 40 minutes

Support and help materials are online at http://www.infohio.org/ER/EBSCOhelp.html
Together begin reviewing the EBSCOhost product.  Demonstrate the differences between the levels of access at the INFOhio homepage entrance.  Do not review Page Composer during this lesson.  Explain that participants are welcome to review this on their own or in a future lesson. 

Be sure to demonstrate the similarities/differences in the search features of the elementary Searchasaurus and the text-only search engine available through the other levels. Include these points in your introduction:

1. Most of the content is magazines and newspapers. 

2. Reading level is designated and searchable in the Primary and Middle Search 

3. The Primary Search engine uses a symbol to return to the home menu. 

4. The INFOhio logo brings you back to the INFOhio page. 

5. The Professional collection includes ERIC. 

6. There are limiters and expanders in each database. 

7. The databases use different subject headings and descriptors - the user needs to review the subject headings when searching in any database.

8. Users can place items in a folder and email or print the entire folder. This saves time.  The folder follows them unless they exit back to the INFOhio page.

9. You can review your search history.  This helps you as a teacher to see what students have attempted in their searching.  

Have participants select a level to enter the EBSCOhost products.  Encourage participants to select the level appropriate to their students: elementary, middle school, high school or professional. Be sure every level is represented among the participants. Have them work in teams for 15 minutes to review the resource.  Then have the participants present what they found out about the EBSCOhost resource from their level of entrance and ways in which they will use this resource in their classrooms.

EBSCOhost Alert - 10 minutes

As a group have participants follow with you to create an Alert on a subject.  Distribute the Getting Started handout “Saving a Search as an Alert” located at http://www.infohio.org/ER/EBSCOhelp.html
Search Strategy and Information Problem Solving - 10 minutes

Review the need to help people find a way to think through the steps of an information problem.  There are several structures available. Select a problem-solving model and discuss this in terms of lesson preparation.

· DIALOGUE Model available at http://www.infohio.org/ID/dialogue.html
· FLIP IT! information available at http://www.aliceinfo.org
· Big Six information available at http://www.big6.com
Enhancing Existing Lesson Plans or Activities Example

Use the lesson posted at < http://www.infohio.org/Educator/lessons.html > as an example of an information problem-solving lesson using the INFOhio Electronic Resources.

Autobiographical Timeline. Lesson plan using INFOhio's Electronic Resources, created by Walt Connolly, Jan Scovic and Anne Heinl, Sylvania Public Schools: American History, grades 6-8 

Post assessment - 5 minutes
Have participants complete the post assessment.

Extension: 

Other Online Databases for Educators 

Work in pairs for 15 minutes. Pick two web resources each to view and evaluate for use in the classroom. How might you use these sites or the information in our curriculum? What student-centered or student -inquiry activity might you develop with one of the web sites that you liked? Final share time - 10-15 minutes. 

A chart is provided that may be used to record reactions to these electronic resources.

Links to these databases can be found at

< http://www.infohio.org/ER/OtherResources.html >

· A.D.A.M. Health Illustrated Encyclopedia – In-depth information, color illustrations and animations on over 1,500 media topics; provided by 

· American Memory – Primary source materials for US History and culture from the Library of Congress

· FirstGov – A search engine for 31+ million U.S. Government Web pages 

· FirstGov for Kids – A search engine for US Government Web pages for children and links to other sites.

· MEDLINEplus – Health information from the National Library of Medicine. 

· NetWellness – Health information from Ohio's major medical centers and much more. 

· OH! Kids – Activities, information and learning tools especially for tots, kids, and teens.  

· OH! Kids WebTweens – Cool sites for 9-11 year olds, for school and for fun.

· Ohio Bicentennial – Celebrate Ohio's 200th birthday in 2003. 

· Ohio Historical Society – Information about Ohio's past.

· OHS Ohio Kids! – An online encyclopedia of Ohio history. 

· Ohio Memory Project – Ohio historical treasures in an online scrapbook 

· Ohio.gov – State of Ohio, information about Ohio’s executive, judicial, and legislative branches.

Additional Information: 

Cyberbee Tools: How do I find, evaluate, and cite information from the web? 

http://www.cyberbee.com/tools.html
Pre-assessment Checklist

Directions: Choose the answer that best describes your comfort level or skill today.  Tally your points and hand your sheet to your instructor.  You will be given a post-assessment at the end of the workshop.

1. How often do you “surf the net”?

__ at least daily 
 


__ once in a while 


__ never or rarely 

2. How often have you found a teaching idea on the Internet?

__ more than once 

__ once 


__ never

3. How often do you use the Internet to obtain materials for your classroom?


__ at least daily


__ once in a while


__ never or rarely

4. How often have you found a lesson plan on the Internet?

__ more than once 



__ once



__ never 

5. When using the Internet to find information where do you begin your search?

6. When using a database how frequently have you used the Subject guide or Thesaurus?


__ more than once


__ once


__ never

7. When using a database how frequently have you used the Advanced Search features?


__ more than once


__ once


__ never

8. I am familiar with limiters, expanders, subject headings when used with a  search engine and database.


__ very familiar


__ somewhat familiar


__ no idea

Electronic Resources Overview

When first using an electronic resource such as the INFOhio Electronic Resources located at http://www.infohio.org, it is important to determine if the electronic resource will be of help to you in your research.  Use your fingers to help you remember these five steps to becoming acquainted with an electronic resource.

Step One - Thumb 

What content is included?

· Is the resource focused on one type of information?

· Is the information similar to something else I know such as a dictionary, encyclopedia or magazine?

Step Two - Pointer

What does the menu bar tell me?

· What options are available in the menu bar?
· Is there a subject headings list or thesaurus? 
·  Is there a way to choose particular portions of the database to search?  
Step Three - Middleton

How does the search engine work?

· Are there several ways to seek information such as author, title, and publication?

· Does the search engine use Boolean operators (AND, OR, NOT)?

· Are there ways to limit information such as reading level or date of publication?

Step Four - Ring

Can I read the material?

· Is there a posted reading level for the material?
· Is the material written for an audience with my academic background?

· When I select three samples, am I able to understand what I am reading?

Step Five - Pinky

Is there online help?

· Are common questions answered within a help menu?
· Is there an email address or phone number for additional help?
· Is bibliographic format advice included?

	Resource
	Grade level
	Curriculum connection
	Important features

	ADAM
	
	
	

	American Memory
	
	
	

	FirstGov
	
	
	

	FirstGov for Kids
	
	
	

	MEDLINE
	
	
	

	NetWellness
	
	
	

	OH!Kids
	
	
	

	OH!Kids WebTweens
	
	
	

	Ohio Bicentennial
	
	
	

	Ohio Historical Society
	
	
	

	Ohio Historical Society’s 

Ohio Kids!
	
	
	

	Ohio Memory Project 
	
	
	

	Ohio Memory
	
	
	

	Ohio.Gov


	
	
	


Post-Workshop assessment

Directions:   Choose the answer that best describes your comfort level or skill today.  Tally your points and turn your sheet in to your instructor.

 1. My comfort level for searching for resources on the Internet has increased.


__ yes


__ no

2. How often will you use the INFOhio Electronic Resources in the future?


__ at least once daily


__ two-three times a week


__ rarely

3. Today I was able to find information that I will be using with my students in my classroom.


__ yes


__ no

4. I will be using a research strategy when introducing projects to my students.


__ definitely


__ possibly


__ no

5. I will be using one or more of the resources from this workshop in my classroom.


__ definitely


__ possibly


__ no

6. I will use limiters, expanders, subject headings and other advanced search features when seeking electronic information.


__ always


__ sometimes


__ never

7. Name one way you will use the INFOhio electronic resources this week.
INFOhio Other Resources � HYPERLINK "http://www.infohio.org" ��http://www.infohio.org�   Click on Other Resources














