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Adena Local Schools  -- First Capitol -- Cathie Cooper 

Library/Media Specialist,  Adena Local School District Media Center -- Ross County

3367 Co. Rd. 550, Frankfort, Ohio  45628 

Phone: 740-998-2313   --   E-mail: WFJNB75@prodigy.net
“First Capitol” was a collaboration project involving students from grades 3, 8, 11 and 12 in learning about Ohio symbols and their significance in Ohio history. The focal point was on the role that Thomas Worthington played in the creation of one of our most important symbols, the Great Seal of Ohio.  The 3rd graders researched, wrote paragraphs,  drew pictures and created a quilt about Ohio’s symbols. The older students helped them with various steps in the project and with the 3rd graders  presentation via video conferencing to two other elementary classrooms. This project was a cross-curricular effort involving information literacy and technology.  It truly was a team effort from students and teachers in our district and coordinated by the media specialist.

Beachwood High School -- Library Club -- Jennifer Schwelik

Library/Media Specialist,  Beachwood City Schools -- Cuyahoga County

Beachwood High School,  24601 Fairmount Blvd, Beachwood, Ohio  44122 

Phone: 216-831-2080   --   E-mail: jschwelik@bw.beachwood.k12.oh.us
Beachwood High School Library Club student members are the ambassadors for the library to the rest of the student body and the school’s staff.  When a new resource is introduced, these students are the first to know about the resource.  They then promote the resource to the student body with five-minute announcements via video or audio taped morning announcements.  Library Club members help determine special programming.  They lead Library Club programs for small group and whole school assemblies.  They serve as representatives to the public library teen board.  Recently a small group became the Beachwood Schools Archivists whose charge is to preserve the Beachwood High School history.  Kevin Torch, a student, is the Library Club President. Jennifer Schwelik, Beachwood High School librarian, is the Library Club Advisor. library clerical staff members, Beth Blaustein and Donna Boreave, assist with the work of the Library Club.  

Centerville City Schools -- Reading Celebrations  -- Christine Findlay 

Director of Central Resource Center, Centerville City Schools -- Montgomery County

Central Resource Central, 105 Virginia Avenue, Centerville, Ohio  45458 

Phone: 937-433-8841   --   E-mail: cfindlay@woh.rr.com

The Centerville City Schools IMC Directors work together to present a comprehensive "District-wide Reading Celebration" each school year. Instead of the eleven individual buildings choosing from multiple national promotions at various parts of the school year, we have elected to design one large district-wide celebration that encompasses both Children's Book Week and Teen Read Week, both of which are fall activities. This seems to be the best time of the school year to get full-school involvement without participation being a burden on the classroom teachers at a more hectic time of the school year.  (i.e. winter or spring testing periods)  Starting in May, we begin planning for the celebrations, which run from the end of October through the beginning of November. We utilize many community/public relations opportunities to promote our celebrations, including Board of Education presentations that are then cablecast for the community. We also receive strong support from our local newspaper. These celebrations are under a general theme and often include school author visits.  While the library media specialists spearhead the activities, all teachers and administrators are invited to be part of the planning and the activities for the students. It is the strong staff and community support that allows us to have successful reading celebrations, K-12.

Chapelfield Elementary School -- Reading USA -- Karen Coy 

Library/Media Specialist,  Gahanna-Jefferson City Schools  -- Franklin County

Chapelfield Elementary School, 280 Chapelfield Road, Gahanna, Ohio 43230 

Phone: 614-478-557   --   E-mail: coyk@gahanna.k12.oh.us
Chapelfield Elementary School combined the objectives of our science, social studies and language arts curriculum in a yearlong reading incentive program. Students explored biomes of the United States as they logged miles for minutes reading their way across our country. The children eagerly explored the ecosystems of each destination as they read far beyond the reading goals set for this program.
Hudson City Schools  -- Making the Web Worthwhile -- Marie Sabol 

Library/Media Coordinator,  Hudson City Schools -- Summit County

2400 Hudson-Aurora Road, Hudson, Ohio 44236 

 Phone: 330-653-1412   --    E-mail: sabolm@hudson.edu
The goal of this class was to bring teachers together to explore resources available on the Internet and to help them integrate these resources into units that they were already teaching. District media specialists and other district technology personnel had noticed that teachers needed more information about what constituted quality information on the Internet and how to find that quality information. We surveyed staff members and found that many teachers were frustrated with what they found on the web and were disappointed in the results of their students' searches on the web. After meeting with the Technology Coordinator and the Technology Instructional Design Coordinator, we determined that we needed to teach a class that incorporated information literacy goals and produce a web page at the end of the class that could be posted on the Internet for students to use. We developed a framework for the class that included information literacy goals and how the goals needed to be included in all areas of the curriculum, using the BIG6 to solve problems. Reviewing the INFOhio resources, using the Marco Polo website, developing a Webquest using Microsoft Word and developing a web page using ProQuest SiteBuilder were included in the framework.  Additional details of our program can be found at our website http://www.hudson.edu/media/islpa/body.html.
Northwest High School  --  Knight Readers -- Pat Hare

Library/Media Specialist,  Northwest Local School District -- Hamilton County

Northwest High School, 10761 Pippin Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45231 

Phone: 513-742-6340   --   E-mail: DPHare818@aol.com
“The Knight Readers” program is one part of a “Best Practices” program called Senior Honors Seminar (SHS) at Northwest High School in Cincinnati, Ohio. SHS is a collaboration of five curriculum areas and the library/information center, providing an innovative alternative to academic seniors in high school. Information literacy skills are integrated into cross-curriculum units with “The Knight Readers” being a creative and community volunteer component. Students read books, share storytelling skills and create a science-rich children’s book for their adopted elementary class. Visits from well-known scientists, artists, illustrators and children’s authors aide the seniors in the development of their books. A variety of other library-based projects and skills are integrated into each unit throughout the year.

Ohio School for the Deaf  -- Reading Around Continents  -- Ada Kent

Librarian, 500 Morse Road, Columbus, Ohio 43214 – Franklin County

Phone: 614-728-1414   --   E-mail: Kent@osd.oh.gov
Reading Around the Continents is a reading incentive program that involves the staff, students, parents and members of the Deaf Community at Ohio School for the Deaf.  The program is a 7-year plan.  
We started with the continent of North America in the summer of 2001. In the summer of 2002, we will visit South America. The summer of 2003 will see us tackle Europe. In the summer of 2004 we will travel to Asia. In the summer of 2005, we will read across Africa.  In the summer of 2006, our target will be Australia and our reading of the continents will end in 2007 with Antarctica.
Each book equals one mile. Students head home each summer with a customized reading list of 25 books. Books are selected for students that match reading level and interest.  Students, staff and parents read all summer and all during the school year. A picnic lunch is enjoyed by all readers and 14 lucky students' names are drawn from a hat to ride a limo to the ice cream shop.

Upper Arlington High School -- Teen Read Week  -- Susan Yutzey

Library/Media Specialist, Upper Arlington Schools – Franklin County

Upper Arlington High School, 1650 Ridgeview Road, Upper Arlington, Ohio 43221 

Phone: 614-487-5268   --    E-mail: syutzey@uaschools.org


The goal of the Teen Read Week Favorite Book Contest is to promote recreational reading among high school students. Students' reading is heavily influenced by what their peers read (Krashen, 1993). One strategy to promote recreational reading is to enable students to see what their peers are reading. Students at Upper Arlington High School are encouraged to submit the name of a favorite book, and in fifty words state why they would recommend the book to peers. A faculty committee selects the finalists and each finalist poses for a picture with their favorite book.  These pictures are enlarged to 20x30 inch posters that are displayed in the Learning Center.  On the last day of Teen Read Week the names of the finalists are announced on “Kickin’ It Live” our student run television program focusing on school news.
Wheelersburg High -- Raising the Bar -- Nancy Nickell

Library/Media Specialist, Wheelersburg Local Schools -- Scioto County

Wheelersburg High School, 701 Pirate Drive, Wheelersburg, Ohio 45694 

Phone: 740-574-6637 -- E-mail: nickellnj@burg.k12.oh.us
Wheelersburg High School was a recipient of an Ohio SchoolNet Raising the Bar Grant. The goal was to “Raise the Bar” for learning and instruction through the use of technology. Information Power was the focus of the library’s involvement in the grant. In order to raise the bar for learning, our students needed information literacy skills for higher achievement. During the grant planning process, it was clear the library was the one school resource that could have the most impact on the success of this project. The library also needed to “Raise the Bar”. The challenge was to design and facilitate multimedia tools and technology resources that  would be used to change the learning environment at the Wheelersburg High School.  As a member of this professional team, the library and staff emerged as a center of interactive learning,  both in the library and the classroom. Wireless laptops, new software, and new attitudes toward technology  encouraged students to reach higher levels in their research. The Wheelersburg HS library is becoming a vital part of learning as it changes in both looks and function. This project provided new links to students, teachers, and information sources.
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