[image: image1.png]N l’/ ’

=

THE INFORMATION NETWORK FOR OHIO SCHOOLS



[image: image1.png]

OPLIN stated in their most recent policy statement [May 11, 2001] that OPLIN's focus is public libraries.  That policy specifically prohibits IP address authentication of school buildings. It reaffirms Update 73 that states, 

"We are sensitive to the importance of cooperation between public libraries and other entities in their local communities including schools, local government, non-profit organizations and businesses.  OPLIN, however, was established and funded specifically for public libraries, and we do not provide direct services to entities other than public libraries."

INFOhio recognizes and affirms the validity of the above OPLIN statement.  Both SchoolNet and INFOhio are designed to serve the schools and to assist them in getting both access and content for classrooms and school libraries. Where possible INFOhio and OPLIN work together to obtain the same or similar resources.  Examples of this are Encyclopaedia Britannica, and SIRS Discoverer.

Home Access to Electronic Databases

Can OPLIN databases be used in school classrooms and/or libraries? 

OPLIN's contracts with vendors do not allow, by intent or spirit, schools to use the public library issued cards as an avenue to open, continuous access to the databases.

Why is continuous access during school a problem?  

Home access to online databases is an experiment for vendors as well as library networks.  If the public misuses the privilege, it could result in higher licensing costs for all clients who use the products.  It could also result in less access to databases for our public libraries, and, therefore, our patrons, including the children and young adults who use the privilege correctly from home.

When can students access the databases with their public library cards?  

Occasional use by students in school for completing assignments is OK, as is their use of the resources at home. INFOhio encourages all students and teachers to have local public library cards for home use of OPLIN resources.

What electronic databases are available to schools? 

INFOhio, as the Information Network for Ohio Schools, provides open and continuous school access, as well as home access via username and password, to the following electronic resources for all public and private schools in Ohio:

· Encyclopaedia Britannica and Britannica Intermediate

· INFOhio ProQuest Collection

· SIRS Discoverer Deluxe

· American National Biography

INFOhio continues to works in partnership with OPLIN and OhioLINK under the leadership of the State Library through Libraries Connect to strengthen resources available to all Ohio citizens.  However, to ensure the ongoing success of these partnerships and to maintain good vendor relations, it is imperative that Ohio's K-12 educators and students do not violate either the intent or the spirit of the contracts OPLIN has signed with vendors to provide home access to these resources.
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