[PRINT ON LETTERHEAD] 

[INSERT DATE]

Dear Colleagues,

April, being School Library Media Month, is a great time to remind our community of the phenomenal resources provided through your local school library in collaboration with INFOhio. Across the state we are facing budget cuts, and the INFOhio budget is not immune. We are asking for your help. It is vital that we remind our community, principals, superintendents, PTA, and other community groups of the benefits we reap from the efforts of the INFOhio community.  

Above all we need to let our community know that: 

· INFOhio provides equitable access to a wide array of information sources.  

· INFOhio helps teachers differentiate instruction by providing different levels of information as well as Spanish and French encyclopedias.  

· INFOhio reinforces 21st Century Learning Skills, such as information literacy, as students are provided with trustworthy, reliable information in a time when they are flooded with information from a vast array of sources.  

· INFOhio has also helped bring over 2,400 school libraries into the 21st century by automating catalogs and making information available 24/7/365.  

· INFOhio is a phenomenal savings; the cost per student for INFOhio to purchase these resources centrally for a substantial savings is 45 cents per student, compared to $45 per student if individual schools purchased only a fraction of these resources.
We have gathered some additional information for you to use. You can link to the INFOhio Legislative Action Plan. You will find general talking points for various groups about the resources provided by INFOhio. We have also gathered information on how INFOhio helps prepare 21st learners for success.  The Go Further handout has great points as well. The SchoolRooms Fact Sheet introduces this new portal for student learning. Don’t hesitate to access the Toolkit either; there you will find great handouts, bookmarks and more for you to print and use.

If you could take five minutes to mention these wonderful resources to your principal, superintendent, PTA and/or parents, we can help students maintain the great asset that is INFOhio. We need the secret to be let out. We need to share the success of our students with our communities. Please help keep Ohio school libraries strong.
Sincerely,

[INSERT SENDER’S NAME, TITLE, ETC.]
Web resources cited above:
· INFOhio Legislative Action Plan2009: http://www.infohio.org/librarystaff/lap2009/intro2009.html
· Talking Points to use when communicating with legislators and other decision makers: http://www.infohio.org/LibraryStaff/LAP2009/TalkingPoints2009.html
· PreK-12 Education Initiative. Details four key areas where INFOhio transforms teaching and learning by connecting educational resources with the power of information technology, March 2009. [PDF 2 pgs]: http://www.infohio.org/PreparingOhioLearners/PreK-12EducationInitiative200903.pdf
· INFOhio's "Go Further--Road to Higher Education and Beyond" Campaign. Includes Ohio's Road to Success, Task Force goals and a resource list, March 2009. [PDF 2 pgs]: http://www.infohio.org/PreparingOhioLearners/GoFurther200903.pdf
· SchoolRooms Fact Sheet, February 2009 [PDF 2 pgs]: http://www.infohio.org/Documents/ER/ERresources2008/SchoolRoomsFactSheet20090223.pdf
· INFOhio's 2008-2009 Toolkit: http://www.infohio.org/Toolkit.html
