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[INSERT DATE AND LOCAL CONTACT FOR MORE INFORMATION.]

A recent study of school library automation in Ohio1 conducted for the State Library of Ohio has found that schools that have automated their libraries have seen a significant, positive impact on student learning. [INSERT NAME OF BUILDING/DISTRICT] was automated through INFOhio, the information network for Ohio schools. [insert name of library staff] helped coordinate the automation project, which was completed in [INSERT DATE BUILDING WENT ONLINE]. The State Library has channeled more than $10 million in recent years to automate almost 1,500 school libraries through INFOhio.
Compiling responses from almost 1,000 Ohio students and educators, the Byerly study found that automated school libraries provide several impacts, including: Access to information is more equitable – for teachers, students, and parents. Students learn important searching skills through the online catalog. Students are better prepared to continue their education, for college, and for life.

In addition, Byerly found that where automation has occurred, libraries have been reinvigorated, are used more, and circulate more items. Students have more equitable access to information, and their learning has improved. Librarians are more unified, more likely to work together professionally, and are increasingly committed to collaborative relationships. Students can function better in an electronic information environment. The study found that school libraries make a difference in learning, but automated libraries make a bigger difference.

There were several reasons to automate the [INSERT NAME OF BUILDING] library media center. The school now has an online catalog, which replaced the traditional paper card catalog. The online version is available from any Internet-connected computer throughout the school and at home, even when the library media center is closed. Students and teachers can search for materials in more ways than the author-title-subject searches available with a paper card catalog. Items can be added to a Book Bag, and lists can be printed and taken to the library media center for checkouts. The online catalog even helps with spelling. To see the school’s online catalog, visit [INSERT URL]. No username or password is required to browse the catalog. Two versions are available – one more graphical for younger users and another that uses more text.
[INSERT A FEW COMMENTS FROM BUILDING/DISRICT PATRONS.]

INFOhio is Ohio’s library and information network for all PreK-12 public and private schools. It offers a wide range of instructional resources that provide the content and the tools that library media specialists, teachers and parents need to help children succeed. In addition to library automation, INFOhio provides several electronic resources at no charge to Ohio’s students and teachers. Available anytime, anywhere from any Internet-connected computer at school or at home, INFOhio's Core Collection of Electronic Resources provides information and activities for every subject at every grade and interest level.
[INSERT NAME OF DISTRICT] uses the [INSERT NAME OF ITC] to support INFOhio’s library automation software and other services, part of the Ohio Education Computer Network. The OECN uses state and district funds to provide a variety of computer services to districts at lower cost than a district would pay on its own. [INSERT NAME OF ITC] staff provides training and technical support for the library automation software, including routine tasks such as backups and system upgrades. This allows school library staff to spend more time helping students learn and helping teachers teach.
The first two buildings automated through INFOhio were Austintown Fitch and Boardman high schools in 1994. The number of participating schools has grown during the last 13 years, reaching more than 2,300 buildings. To learn more about INFOhio, visit http://www.infohio.org. 
-------

1 Byerly, Greg, Ohio’s Use of LSTA Funds to Automate K-12 School Libraries: An In-Depth Evaluation as Part of the State Library of Ohio’s 5-Year LSTA Evaluation Report of a Major LSTA-Fund Initiative, http://winslo.state.oh.us/publib/LSTAschoolautomationREPORT.pdf.
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