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Grade Level: 12

■ Overview:

Students will examine websites and discuss what qualities should be evaluated in determining if a site is acceptable to use for research. 

■ Ohio Standards:

Library Guidelines: Technology Literacy

Benchmark A: Formulate advanced search strategies, demonstrating an understanding of the strengths


and limitations of the Internet, and evaluate the quality and appropriate use of Internet resources.

Benchmark C: Utilize the Internet for research, classroom assignments and appropriate personal


interests.

4. Critique research retrieved through the Internet for authority, accuracy, objectivity, currency, 



coverage and relevancy.
Language Arts Standards: Research

3. 
Determine the accuracy of sources and the credibility of the author by analyzing the sources’ 
  


validity (e.g., authority, accuracy, objectivity, publication date and coverage, etc.).
■ Procedure:

1. 
Put students in pairs at computers and give them 10-12 minutes to examine three websites that could 
possibly be used in connection with a research topic. By the end of the time, pairs must agree on 
each website by voting yes to use it or no to eliminate it.


* use the sites as suggested on Ithaca College site: ICYouSee: T is for Thinking @



   http://www.ithaca.edu/library/training/think7.html or on New Mexico State University’s “The Good, 

   the Bad, and the Ugly” @ http://lib.nmsu.edu/instruction/evalexpl.html
(I put the research topic and the websites on my wiki page – the eggs and cholesterol topic from above link work well.)

2. 
Put pairs in teams of four (or more if needed). Give the group 8-10 minutes to discuss sites. Team 
must “vote at least one site off the works cited page.”
NOTE: To go along with the survivor theme, create a citation for each site and cut out, making enough 
copies for each team/group.  Place the citations in the middle of an island photo/picture and place 
each island in the middle of each team’s table.
3. 
Call up each site on a screen and poll the class for decisions. Should the site stay on a works cited 
page? Ask what they looked at to make a decision – date, author, domain . . . -- and record their 
answers on chart paper, board, or SmartBoard.

4. After all three sites are discussed, assist the class by adding aspects of web site evaluation that they 
may have missed. 



* Show the “pop quiz” from the Ithaca site (http://www.ithaca.edu/library/training/think8.html) to 


   reinforce  why evaluation is necessary when choosing sites from basic search engine search.



* I use http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/TeachingLib/Guides/Internet/Evaluate.html to show students 


  what they can do to check a site. 
5. 
Have students create a summary using Kathy Schrock’s lesson @ 
http://kathyschrock.net/eval/summarizing.pdf.
And/or

Have students complete the secondary school web evaluation form for sites they use. (form available 
at http://school.discoveryeducation.com/schrockguide/eval.html).

■ For Assessment:

*
Monitor students as they work on in pairs and groups.

* 
Use the list that the class creates to measure how much students know and determine how much still 
needs to be covered

*
Collect summary poem/worksheets to check understanding

*
Collect bibliographies after students complete research papers

■ Additional Resources:

Although for grades 6-8, this is a great way for students to summarize importance of site evaluation:

http://kathyschrock.net/eval/summarizing.pdf
I used this presentation to develop evaluation “tips” I share with students:
http://myhome.spu.edu/sigafoes/web/wpe_files/frame.htm#slide0017.htm
Kathy Schrock’s page on web evaluation:

http://school.discoveryeducation.com/schrockguide/eval.html
Good article from Information Today:

http://www.infotoday.com/searcher/sep00/piper.htm
■ Link to the online version of article from School Library Journal, “The Google Game”

http://www.schoollibraryjournal.com/article/CA6296500.html
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