Check Readability Level

Using Microsoft Word 

1. On the Tools menu, click Options, and then click the Spelling & Grammar tab. 

2. Select the Check grammar with spelling check box. 

3. Select the Show readability statistics check box, and then click OK. 

4. Copy and paste the document to be tested into Word…or type the first two paragraphs. 

5. On the Tools toolbar, click Spelling and Grammar. 

When Microsoft Word finishes checking spelling and grammar, it displays information about the reading level of the document. 
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You only need to do the setup one time (steps 1-3) and it will give you the readability statistics in the future.

Check Readability Using Lexile Tool
http://www.lexile.com
The company who supplies the reading levels for all articles in the EBSCO and ProQuest databases also has several tools for determining reading level of books and databases
Lexile Book Database is useful to find books that are similar to the student's reading level. This database contains tens of thousands of English and Spanish fiction and non-fiction trade-book titles from over 450 publishers. All titles are processed with whole-text measurement using the Lexile Analyzer. 

· Lexile Analyzer allows you to analyze text, literature and supplementary materials. This service is available to licensed users only, is designed for use with English text only, and may not be used for commercial use without a contractual agreement.  Registration is free. 
· Lexile Calculator is a tool for examining the comprehension rate between a reader and a text. Using the Lexile Calculator, you can calculate the rate at which a student is expected to comprehend a text, as well as the reading ability a reader is expected to need in order to comprehend a text at a given level. 

· Lexile Power Vocabulary is a systematic and individualized approach to vocabulary development that enables teachers to assist students in grades 2 through 12 to improve their reading comprehension skills. 

· Lexile Reading Pathfinders support educators and parents in their efforts to select books that students can read independently -- both at school and home. By using Lexile Reading Pathfinder lists, readers can select texts relating to particular topics and at their reading level. 

The first time you use this, you will be required to sign up for a username and password.  Directions for using each tool area easy to follow and are excellent for helping to match books and resources to each student’s reading ability.
To use the Lexile Analyzer, open Notepad and type in at least 100 words, or copy and paste a few paragraphs.  Save to Desktop or Folder.  From Analyzer, click on Browse to locate file.  It’s that easy!
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	Lexile Ranking
	200-350 

	Grade 2
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	Grade 3
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	500-750
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