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Accessing the multiLIS Reports Module

To access the multiLIS reports module, select multilis from the ADMIN menu, then select Library Reports from the USER menu.  You will be prompted to enter your barcode number and password.  If your user category has not been granted access to Report Production or Report Control in policies, you will not have access to the Library Reports module.

REPORT PRODUCTION

Report Production gives you access to the various reports broken out according to MultiLIS modules or a general grouping.  

[NOTE: Although Acquisition and Collection Exchange reports are listed in the multiLIS Standard Reports module, they have been removed from the menu since INFOhio has not purchased those modules.]

NOACSC took the liberty of reorganizing the Report Production menu for our users and adding SPRINT and Mail as a convenience.



Behind each menu option will either be a list of specific reports, or in some cases, additional menus.

 ACADEMIC REPORTS

The Academic Reports are new with V11.2 of MultiLIS.  They have been specially enhanced for INFOhio to include the new patron fields (parent, room, grade, teacher, etc.) and to print the collection code prefix/suffix with the call number.  You can find them under Reports for academic library.  The standard version of these reports (i.e. those not using the new patron fields or prefixes/suffixes) can still be found in the other menus like circulation and cataloging.  It is currently planned to remove these older versions from the other menus to avoid confusion for INFOhio users.

This presents a good opportunity to implement a newer, more user-friendly method of requesting these reports.  When requesting these reports, users will still be required to answer a number of questions.  However, these answers will be saved in a parameter file so that the next time they request the report, their previous parameter responses can be recalled.  For those reports that they run on a regular basis, saving these parameters will significantly reduce the amount of user input required each time a report is run.

The first time that a report is requested, the defaults will be loaded into the input fields.  After answering each question, the parameters must be saved by either running the report or using the EXIT ([F8]) function key.  Each field must be filled in.  If you wish to use the default, do not leave the field blank, but rather put an "@" (at sign) in the field.

See the below example:

P_AMENDA

Report File Specifications:

 Output file                              P_AMENDA.TXT
 User Barcode who is generating           2X
Sort and Selection Criteria

 User Number Range                        2X        - 1000X
 User Category Range                      6   - 6
 Date Range (YYYY-MM-DD)                  1999-01-01 - @
 General Location Code                    KAHS
 Grade Range                              12  - 12
                    Press Next Screen to continue selection

List of Users with Unpaid accountable transactions              1 of  2

  PF1 Execute         F9  Cancel          S8  Next Screen

  F6  First Screen    F10 Reset

  F7  Help            F11 Save/Recall

  F8  Exit            S7  Prev Screen

P_AMENDA

 Room Range                                @    - @

 Teacher (Lowest)                          @
 Teacher (Highest)                         @
 Program (Lowest)                          @
 Program (Highest)                         @
 Homeschool (Aa)                           @
 Homeschool (Zz)                           @
Sort order

 You may select up to three fields

 for sorting.  A final sort is

 always done on patron name.               5  2  @
 List of Users with Unpaid accountable transactions              2 of  2

  PF1 Execute         F9  Cancel          S8  Next Screen

  F6  First Screen    F10 Reset

  F7  Help            F11 Save/Recall

  F8  Exit            S7  Prev Screen

MultiLIS is well known for their French report names, field names, and prompts which are normally meaningless to English speaking users.  The output file prompt allows users to select a more meaningful name for a report so that its recognizable in their directory.  They must use the file extension of TXT.

Fill in the remaining fields as dictated by the report directions in the Standard Reports Manual.  They may use the [F7] Help key if they have a question about what information is being requested.

After completing the fields use one of the function keys as per the below legend:

· PF1 - Execute

After responding to the prompts, press this function key and it will send the responses to the report generator for generation of the report.  It will also save the responses into a parameter file.

· F6 - First Screen

When you have multiple screens, this function key takes you to the first screen.

· F7 - Help

This function key displays help information for whatever field that the cursor is currently pointing to.

· F8 - Exit

Use this function key to save your answers, but exit the screen without actually processing the report.

· F9 - Cancel

To exit the screen without saving your parameters, use this function key.

· F10 - Reset

This function key will erase all of the current answers and fill all fields with the original default responses.

· F11 - Save/Recall

This function key allows you to save multiple versions of these reports and is considered an advanced function.

· Shift-F7 - S7 - Prev Screen

This function key will take you to the previous screen.  It is normally easier to use the [PREV] key for this function.

· Shift-F8 - S8 - Next Screen

Like S7, this key takes you to the next screen.  Again, it is usually easier to use the [NEXT] key for the function.

To actually begin report production, you must Execute the function.  Pressing [PF1] will display a pop-up window with more choices.  There are a number of required fields.  If you leave any of these blank, when you Execute, the cursor will return to that field and blink to bring your attention to it.  Fill in the required fields and Execute again.

Select Execution Mode

Execute Now 

Execute Now in Background (Batch Queue) Execute Later in Background (Batch Queue) Cancel

Execute Now is not generally recommended. This locks the terminal session until the report has completed. Executing now will cause a Program Execution pop-up window to open and you will see the report running within the window.  Once it has completed, you can Continue which will end the process and return you to the MultiLIS menus.  Or you can use the Scroll Up or Scroll Down to review the runtime messages, (not the report).  Save Log will save the runtime messages into a file on your current directory.  Scroll Up, Down, and Save Log should not typically be necessary unless your report has errors.

Execute Now in Background (Batch Queue) is recommended. It is like using the old report method and allows the time parameter to default to now.

Execute Later in Background (Batch Queue) should be used for those reports which warn against running during prime shift operations.  It is like using the old report method, but requesting an after-hours start time.  NOACSC defaults to 18:00 of the day it was requested.

Either option which Executes in the background will produce the same submission message as when it is submitted using the old method.  Once the report has been run, the user will receive an email message notifying them of the name and size of the report (same as the message that libraries with slaved printers receive).

Cancel, of course, means please don't run this report now.

Once the report has been created, it can be Printed, Viewed, or Deleted with SPRINT.

Comparisons between IFD and old MultiLIS Reports

Advantages of using IFD’s

· All questions appear on the screen(s) allowing the user to know what will be asked of them.

· Users can press HELP on any field if they are unsure of how to respond to a question.

· Users can easily change any response prior to executing the report.

· User's responses to questions are saved and automatically retrieved the next time the report is processed.

· Users may assign the name given to the output file (no more French names!)

Disadvantages of using IFD’s

· Only LISLIST reports can be setup with IFD’s.  Doesn’t work for PASCAL reports.
· Currently only the IFD’s for Academic Reports are complete. (No IFD’s for the standard MultiLIS reports.) So users are working with 2 different interfaces.
· Execute Later in Batch submits for a system designated time rather than user specified time.  
· Since users name the files, they aren’t readily compatible with the MultiLIS routines for Viewing, Printing, Deleting or doing a Directory.  (Need to use SPRINT.)
Operational difference

Reports submitted with the standard MultiLIS interface are automatically queued to the printer for libraries with a Queued printer.  Libraries with a Slaved printer receive email notification and then manually request the report to print.

IFD’s currently work like the library has a slaved printer.  Reports are not automatically queued and users receive email notification to print the report.

This may be looked upon as either an advantage or a disadvantage depending on the site.  

· It makes report creation work more uniformly regardless of the type of printer a library has.  

· It gives users the opportunity to View a report to see if it’s what they want before actually printing it.  

· It prevents large reports, which may have been requested erroneously, from automatically printing and wasting paper.  

· It allows libraries that may have both a queued and slaved printer to decide where they want the report to print (using SPRINT to print the file).

· It adds an extra step to printing the report for libraries with Queued printers.

· It means re-training libraries with Queued printers on how to print the report.

It might be possible to change the procedure to submit the report to the print queue if a library has a queued printer.

Setup for IFD’s

The following files will go into INFOHIO_ROOT:[SYSTEM]
IFD_INFOHIO.COM  

IFPRC_INFOHIO.COM

IFPRC_INFOHIO.COM is the shell that invokes IFPRC.  This command file submits batch jobs to the INFOHIO$OCLC_BATCH queue as defined in your INFOHIO_ROOT:[SITE_SPECIFIC]INFOHIO_LOGICALS.COM. You should not need to customize IFPRC_INFOHIO.COM.

INFOHIO_ROOT:[IFD] will contain the IFD file for each corresponding MultiLIS report.  These are the files that format the screen with the questions for each report.

The  MultiLIS menus will need to be modified to call IFPRC for the LISLIST reports that have an IFD interface.  The various menus for the Academic reports will be supplied by Tech Support.  Each DASite may implement them when they are ready to do so.

Below is a sample menu file.  The top lines still illustrate the LISLIST commands as called by the French menu.  The bottom lines illustrate the changes to call IFPRC for the reports from the English menu.  Example USAGERS.M

.position 15 13 

.status 22 3 

.dat 1 50 

.tit1        LISTE DES USAGERS         

1Par nom                             |LISlist p_usanoma ?Moment de Production (AAAA-MM-JJ:HH-MM)%d;|t 

1Par catégorie                     |LISlist p_usatypa ?Moment de Production (AAAA-MM-JJ:HH-MM)%d;|t 

1Par numéro                       |LISlist usagera ?Moment de Production (AAAA-MM-JJ:HH-MM)%d;|t 

.tit2        LIST OF PATRONS         

2Sorted by Name                  |@infohio_root:[system]ifprc_infohio.com infohio_root:[ifd]p_usanoma.ifd|t 

2Sorted by Category            |@infohio_root:[system]ifprc_infohio.com infohio_root:[ifd]p_usatypa.ifd|t 

2Sorted by User Number     |@infohio_root:[system]ifprc_infohio.com infohio_root:[ifd]usagera.ifd|t

Various files will be created in the user’s directory when they request a report generated by IFPRC.  The .PARMS file is the file that the responses are stored in and recalled from when they process the report again.

There will be a couple of temporary files created with a .TMP extension. 

The usual .CLE, .TRI and .LOG files will be placed in the user’s directory along with the specified output file.  Example:

FINES.TXT;1


P_AMENDA.CLE;10

P_AMENDA.CLE;9      P_AMENDA.LOG;6

P_AMENDA.PARMS;11
P_AMENDA.TRI;5                 P_AMENDA13SEP_2204201.TMP;1 
IFD_INFOHIO0000304122043070.TMP;1

REPORT MENU





SPRINT     (File Management)


Mail


---------------------------------------- 


Reports for academic library 


Local (in-house) Reports 


INFOhio Reports 


Cataloging Reports                    


Circulation Reports                   


General Reports                       


Control Reports                       


Cataloging Products 
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