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Installation
[abstract]

The entirety of this process is getting the installation scripts and running them.  The scripts come in a gzipped tarfile, so you will decompress and extract from the file, creating a subdirectory with the scripts in it.   Then as the “root” superuser you will run the installation file in that directory.  
Installation
[concrete]

Here’s the steps:

1. The Administration and Installation Pack and other updates are at:

http://infohio.mecdc.org:3000/updates/index.html 

Download admin_install.tar.gz 

If browsing from the server console, you can download the file directly.  Otherwise, download to your desktop and FTP to your server.  (Use BINARY transfer for FTP.)  

2. Become the superuser root :

· su
[enter password]

3. Decompress and extract installation files from the pack:

· gunzip admin_install.tar.gz

· tar xvf admin_install.tar

4. Change directory into the installation subdirectory created:

· cd Attendance_admin

5. Run the installer:

· ./install_attendance.pl
6. Test for the module being served on port 3000, like:

http://yourserver.youritc.org:3000/ 
7. Do a little dance: you’re done.

You can leave the Attendance_admin directory intact, since the same scripts will be used to download and apply future updates.  

Troubleshooting
If you have a problem with running the installer, make sure you are running as root.  Then verify installation files are executable, or set them to be executable:

· ls –l

· chmod +x *.pl 
Otherwise feel free to ask me. 

Administration
[details]

The installer is designed to automate basically everything, but you might like to know exactly what.  
First it calls update_check.pl, using LWP to download via HTTP the most current attendance module from the originating server infohio.mecdc.org.  It unzips and untars the file, if necessary.  This puts in place the majority of cgi scripts.  

Then it is time to configure the Apache server for Attendance purposes, with separate password controls for each district.  To do this it calls conf_locations.pl, creating a separate configuration file (attendance.conf), appending an “Include” line to the main Apache configuration and restarting the Apache server (gracefully).  
The separate password files are created by htpasswd_builder.pl.  It also creates filters for each library staff user so that their patron searches via Attendance only return results for their building.  This is important to keep the results manageable (and performance fast) for large districts.  

Note: the scripts htpasswd_builder.pl and conf_locations.pl depend on parts of the attendance module for information (e.g. the usernames and passwords of library staff).  If you did not successfully extract the attendance module, or if the parts cannot be found at runtime, these scripts will fail.  
Lastly, an installed Attendance script fix_permissions.pl is called to ensure the correct permissions for all Attendance files.  

Customization

You are encouraged to customize page appearance via the CSS files in the /css/ directory.  It should be doable!   If you want to add or alter functionality, the underlying perl code and Apache black magic might not make sense right away.  However, it is as modular as I was able to make it, and I would be happy to explain what is happening where.  If there are serious bugs or compelling new features, I will try to incorporate them as updates to the “mainline” Attendance module. 

Bonus!
Optionally, to enable your Firefox/Safari/Mozilla web2 search plugin generator, edit line #11 of /cgi-bin/plugin.pl to reference your Web2 server.  Keep the file ownership/permissions the same or run fix_permissions.pl as root when you are done.  For background, see the related forum post.  Of course, this has nothing to do with attendance functions.  

Appendix

Installation Log

bash-2.05$ pwd
/s/sirsi/joe

bash-2.05$ ls *.gz
admin_install.tar.gz

bash-2.05$ su
Password: _________
# gunzip  admin_install.tar.gz
# tar xvf admin_install.tar 

x Attendance_admin, 0 bytes, 0 tape blocks

x Attendance_admin/conf_locations.pl, 3393 bytes, 7 tape blocks

x Attendance_admin/htpasswd_builder.pl, 2390 bytes, 5 tape blocks

x Attendance_admin/install_attendance.pl, 2163 bytes, 5 tape blocks

x Attendance_admin/update_check.pl, 1546 bytes, 4 tape blocks

x Attendance_admin/filter_builder.pl, 1335 bytes, 3 tape blocks

# cd Attendance_admin
# ./install_attendance.pl
Running updater /s/sirsi/joe/Attendance_admin/update_check.pl for attendance.tar.gz

Target: /var/apache/htdocs/attendance.tar.gz

Local file /var/apache/htdocs/attendance.tar.gz NOT found

Checking for download at http://infohio.mecdc.org:3000/updates/attendance.tar.gz ...

Remote file found.

Downloading to /var/apache/htdocs/attendance.tar.gz.tmp

Download complete.

/var/apache/htdocs/attendance.tar.gz Updated.

Running: gunzip /var/apache/htdocs/attendance.tar.gz

Extracting from attendance.tar... in directory /var/apache/htdocs

x attendance/cgi-bin, 0 bytes, 0 tape blocks

x attendance/cgi-bin/insert_header.pl, 666 bytes, 2 tape blocks

x attendance/cgi-bin/suspensions.pl, 1748 bytes, 4 tape blocks


[ … each file extracted is displayed with size ]
x attendance/suspend.html, 3661 bytes, 8 tape blocks

x attendance/validate.js, 9284 bytes, 19 tape blocks

Building Attendance Configuration...

calling /s/sirsi/joe/Attendance_admin/conf_locations.pl

/etc/apache/attendance.conf already exists

 Configuration created.

 Now if you haven't already done it,

 we need to insert one line into your httpd.conf file:

        Include /etc/apache/attendance.conf

 and restart Apache, like:

        /usr/apache/bin/apachectl graceful

Do you want to insert a new Include line now? (y/[n]):y
Do you want to restart Apache now? (y/[n]):y
/usr/apache/bin/apachectl graceful: httpd gracefully restarted

Finished at 2006-12-06 16:32:32

Creating Attendance passwords from files...

calling /s/sirsi/joe/Attendance_admin/htpasswd_builder.pl

Creating password for user ADMIN

Creating password for user ICP_FORSTER


[… each user is listed]

Current Password Files: (passwords encrypted)

::::::::::::::

/var/apache/htdocs/attendance/CPS/.htpasswd

::::::::::::::

ADMIN:egPzHRr.myvUY

ICP_FORSTER:egDrWLs5CwyR6


[… each password file is displayed with encrypted passwords]

Fixing file permissions... with /var/apache/htdocs/attendance/cgi-bin/fix_permissions.pl

Getting numerical IDs for nobody: 60001 : 60001

Getting numerical IDs for sirsi: 100 : 10

Setting files to:

60001:10        mode:0775
Starting at /var/apache/htdocs/attendance

/var/apache/htdocs/attendance/CPS                                          1:10    mode:0644
/var/apache/htdocs/attendance/CPS                                      60001:10    mode:0775

/var/apache/htdocs/attendance/TEST                                         1:10    mode:0644
/var/apache/htdocs/attendance/TEST                                     60001:10    mode:0775

/var/apache/htdocs/attendance/attend.html                                  1:10    mode:0644
/var/apache/htdocs/attendance/attend.html                              60001:10    mode:0775


[… each Attendance directory or file is listed (w/ owner/group and permissions) twice.  


Once for before, the second time for after.]


/var/apache/htdocs/attendance/images/sec_title_old.gif                 60001:10    mode:0775

/var/apache/htdocs/attendance/images/sec_title_old.gif                 60001:10    mode:0775

Done.
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