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Java Properties 


Java Properties 
Concepts and Restrictions

· Each wizard has ‘properties’ which are used to set defaults and various control settings for a wizard.

· Unique sets of property settings for multiple wizards are stored in consolidated files called ‘property files’.

· There are essentially 4 types of property files: SirsiDynix Delivered, INFOhio Delivered, ITC Customized, Workstation/User Customized.

· The first 3 types; SirsiDynix Delivered, INFOhio Delivered, ITC Customized, all reside on the server in the instance specific XX/Unicorn/Config/Properties/ folder. 

1) The SirsiDynix Delivered property files: system, site, school, and central, should never be altered.

2) The INFOhio Delivered property files: DISTRICT and USETHIS are base property files from which ITC staff can create library specific property files for the C and Java clients respectively. 
a. For the C client, INFOhio delivered a default property file called DISTRICT.  The DISTRICT file was used by ITC staff as a base file to create additional library specific property files for each library contained in the instance (ex: ABHS, ABMS, ABEL, etc.). Each library specific file was further customized by performing global replacements to set the library code and to set the application for viewing/printing reports. (Refer to step 34 of the instance creation process.) 

b. For the Java client, INFOhio again delivered a default property file called USETHIS into each instance. The USETHIS file was to be used by ITC staff in much the same way as the DISTRICT file had been, in that when a library moved to java, USETHIS would replace (be copied to) the existing library specific property file (ex: ABHS, ABMS, ABEL, etc.) and then each would be re-customized with vi for library specific codes and preferred property settings using the USETHIS.xls spreadsheet as a guide for what to customize.
3) ITC Customized property files are the library specific property files (ex ABHS, ABMS, ABEL, etc.) created on the server for each instance.
· The last type; Workstation/User Customized property files, reside only on the client workstation.  The location of the file on the workstation varies depending on the type of client. 
C Client – typical path

C:\Program Files\Sirsi\Workflows\property.dat
Java - PC Client – typical path:

C:\Documents and Settings\<User>\Sirsi\Workflows\Property\property
Java - Mac Client – typical path:

Users\<User>Library\Preferences\Workflows\Property\property
· Hierarchy of Property files:
WF/JWF refers to properties in the following order:

1) Sirsi Delivered system properties (XX/Unicorn/Config/Properties/system).
2) Property file defined by the Properties attribute on the user's User Access policy. The name of this file will vary as it’s typically one of the ITC Customized library files (ex: AB/Unicorn/Config/Properties/ABHS ).  These settings will override like properties defined in the system file.

3) The property.dat file saved on the user’s workstation, which contains changes made at the desktop level. This file takes precedence over the system and the site file. 

Example: The default property value for Item Type is set to BOOK in the system property file. As the Unicorn Administrator, you could set the default property value for Item Type to be NONFICTION in the ITC Custom library property file. Finally, on the desktop, the user could set the default value for Item Type to FICTION; FICTION takes precedence at this desktop. 

Why redo ITC Custom library files based off the USETHIS file for javatized instances?

· Most properties are applicable to both the C and Java client.
· Some properties while applicable to both C and Java have to be set in a unique way to be valid in both clients.  
Ex: Item Display properties for Display Bills, Display Holds and Display Charges if you want the default library to be “all”.
· Some properties are applicable/unique only to the C client and not valid for the Java client.  

Ex:  Application to View/Print reports
· Some new properties are applicable/unique only to the Java client and not valid for the C client.  Ex:  Application to View/Print reports
                        property to display Report Source Column on Setup/Schedule/Finished reports 
· The Java and C clients share the same property files that exist in the instance specific directory on the server.   (ex: XX/Unicorn/Config/Properties/*)  So if your library specific file is still based primarily off the old DISTRICT file rather than the USETHIS file, you probably have a lot of useful java properties not defined or defined incorrectly, like the setting for TOP_MARGIN and PAGE_LENGTH for Sirsi reports.

Notice the size of the USETHIS file is almost twice as large as the DISTRICT file!!!
· -rw-r--r--   1 sirsi    staff       5.8K Oct 22 10:38 DISTRICT

· -rw-r--r--   1 sirsi    staff       9.4K Nov  5 14:52 USETHIS
· The Java and C clients do not share the same property file on the workstation.

C Client – typical path

C:\Program Files\Sirsi\Workflows\property.dat
Java - PC Client – typical path:

C:\Documents and Settings\<User>\Sirsi\Workflows\Property\property
Java - Mac Client – typical path:

Users\<User>Library\Preferences\Workflows\Property\property

    If library staff highly customized their C client settings and saved at the workstation level, 

    these will be ignored by the Java client since it’s looking elsewhere on the workstation for local

    property settings!  This is a good time to check with the library and get as many settings as

    possible incorporated into the library property file on the server file.
· By saving the most common/desired wizard properties in library specific property files on the server they are automatically pushed down to the corresponding library staff workstations upon login.  This is good because:

a) Limits amount of needed customization/tweaking of properties on individual workstations (i.e. Libraries are setup and ready to go faster)

b) Limiting the amount of property settings saved on individual workstations means that if a staff person logs in on multiple workstations their desired properties saved on the server should follow them as they login and move from station to station. 

c) Safeguards most property settings should the client have to re-installed on the workstation (i.e. If all property customizations are saved only on the workstation and the tech coordinator uninstalls/reinstalls WF/JWF’s, the custom property settings that have been saved only on the workstation will all be lost and have to be reset.  By storing the majority of the desired property settings in files on the server, they will be preserved and pushed down to the newly installed client.)

· Redo library specific property files on the server using USETHIS as the base and then tweak as needed with the help of the USETHIS.xls spreadsheet which identifies additional properties you may need to adjust depending on the library staff’s preference, daily workflow and workstation. Ex: Don’t turn sound alerts on if the workstation doesn’t have speakers – It causes problems for JWF.  Do they want the alert pop-up window or just the red text alert on the screen, etc.

· Two ways to update!

Manually:

· After javatizing an instance, ITC staff can then just do the following:

setXXX (where XXX is the instance code)
cd Unicorn/Config/Properties
ls -c1 (to see s listing of your existing property files)

ex: 
/s/sirsi/TEST/Unicorn/Config/Properties> ls -c1
ADMIN
DISTRICT
DLFN
DLHS
DLLD
DLMS
USETHIS
central
school
site
site.bak
site.deliv
system
system.k12

For each library specific file created (ex: DLHS, DLMS, DLFN, DLLD, DISTRICT, and ADMIN) just copy the USETHIS file over as the existing name and then go in with Vi, find and customize the few properties that need changed as specified in the color-coded USETHIS spreadsheet. (Important, do not alter the central, school, site, or system files as these get overwritten during upgrades by Sirsi!)

NOTE:  It’s recommended you copy the files you will be changing to a .old version to preserve the original for safe keeping before replacing the original file with the contents of the USETHIS file.)

Ex: 
cp DLHS DLHS.old
cp USETHIS DLHS
vi DLHS

After making your additional customizations, save and repeat the process for the next file. Do this for each instance you have javatized and you should then be in good shape with properties for Java.
Scripted:

       OHprep4java_properties.sh
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