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Content must be clear and explicitly aligned, not tangential. A resource or segment of a resource need not address all content elements of an indicator to be aligned. However, it must address both the content or knowledge and the essence of the skill, explicitly or implicitly, and support the attainment of the essence of the benchmark. i.e. If an indicator requires the student be able to compare, then the resource must do more than describe the content portion of the indicator; it must also offer an explicit comparison. Or the content must be presented in such a way as to imply a comparison by the parallel pattern of presentation. If there is not an explicit relationship to the benchmark then the relationship must be clearly implied.

For a resource to be aligned it should receive a collective score of 6 or better and no 1s.
	Criteria
	4 pts
	3 pts
	2 pts
	1 point = not aligned

	Content 

Evaluate the portion of the indicator 

· knowledge (nouns)

· skills (verbs)

· benchmark 

that is explicitly or implicitly aligned
	Meets all three selected indicator requirements:

· specified knowledge (nouns) is explicit

· skill (verbs) is explicit

· clearly supports the benchmark
	Meets two selected indicator requirements 

· specified knowledge (nouns) is explicit


· skill (verbs) is explicit & 

· support of the benchmark is implied

OR

· skill (verbs) is implied &

· support of the benchmark is explicit
	Meets one selected indicator requirement 

· specified knowledge (nouns) is explicit

· skill (verbs) is implied

· support of the benchmark is implied


	Meets none of the selected indicator requirements

· specified knowledge (nouns) not explicit

· skill (verbs) neither explicit not implied

· no support of the benchmark

	Context
	Will significantly assist an engaged learner to perform the skill required by the portion of the indicator the item addresses
	Requires the interaction of an instructor to address the skill OR relationship to the benchmark.
	Requires the interaction of an instructor to address the skill AND relationship to the benchmark
	Aligns only within the context of a lesson presented by an instructor. Item qualifies as a supplemental resource only.

	
	
	
	
	

	Presentation 
	Vocabulary, organization and complexity of concept are appropriate to grade level
	
	Vocabulary, organization and complexity of concept may be slightly above or below grade level
	Vocabulary, organization and complexity of concept is too simple or complex to be appropriate at grade level

	Viewpoint
	Resource is free of bias and stereotypes
	Primary source material reflects the bias and/or stereotyping of the time
	
	Bias and/or stereotypes make this resource unsuitable


Instructor Commentary (optional): This is not a summary of the resource. Commentary explains, when necessary, how the resource needs to be used to address the indicator skill and/or benchmark. Commentary should enhance the use of the resource; not justify its selection.

Resource descriptors: Purpose of resource descriptors is to enable a teacher to limit a search based on elements other than the standard.
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