
                                                              
 
Minutes 6/14 
 
OELMA Updates        Liz Deskins 

Membership is steady, but don’t forget to renew! 
Conference Plans:  40th Anniversary Gala! Reception--Polaris Hilton Oct 13th and 14th 
 Pre-conference focus on graphic novels-how to use with students 
 Authors (so far): Denise Fleming, Jennifer Swanson, Cheryl Haness 
 Paige Yaeger-keynote 
Talking to BOE about redoing standards, being part of ESSA 
Nominations underway for officers 
 

Advocacy         Laura Sponhour 
#INFOhioWorks-twitter campaign--several letters and pictures from the kids. 
Letters and emails helped get more attention. Did not increase budget (yet?) but INFOhio is 
on the radar.  May 31 budget amendment did not make it, so budget restoration not 
happening for next year.  BUT, ODE is putting the budget through to the legislature next 
year. Because of the groundswell of support other agencies are looking to shift budget 
around to help find $ to keep Bookflix and Storia for this upcoming year. 
 
Advocacy needs to focus on cost effectiveness and reaching EVERY student, across the 
state. And the good stuff is not on Google...real sources are locked up in want of 
subscriptions. 
 

Strategic Vision, Mission and Initiatives 2016-2017    Gayle Geitgey 
● Revised Vision:  Each Ohio Pre-K12 student has equal access to high quality digital 

resources for a successful education and future. 
(New vision is student centered) 

● Revised Mission: Transforms student learning by providing equitable access to quality 
resources and cost-effective instructional and technical support for each student, educator 
and parent in Ohio 

● Initiatives:  Quality Content, Operations, Instruction, Access and Management 
○ Quality Content:  Evaluate core collection to verify it aligns to standards and 

supports student needs 
○ Operations: Investigate new funding models to secure and expand 

instructional and technical foundation 
○ Instruction: Develop and evaluate standards-aligned tools and effective 

strategies that improve early literacy, digital literacy and CCR 
○ Access & Management:  Implement and evaluate next generation discovery, 

delivery, and management tools. 
 

○ Policy changes: 
■ ESSA--You NEED to know what ESSA is before summer ends. It will 

help you advocate in your district 
■ Standards  

○ Digital Shifts 
■ 1:1 BYOD 
■ Print and Digital Balance 



                                                              
 

○ Next Gen Teaching 
■ PLNs 
■ Teacher Ed 
■ Leveraging Data and TEchnology 

○ Student Learning 
■ Personalized, Collaborative, PBL, Digital Competence, Students as 

Creators 
 

What’s New?        Melissa Higgs-Horwell 
● Success in Six-  good to use as follow up for a workshop or as content for a staff 

development presentation.  For each of the six, you can get 3 contact hours (and a badge) 
● Can be found at infohio.org under the Educators Tab or at http://success.infohio.org 

o Learn to Search Effectively 
o Develop Your Research Toolbox 
o Discover High Quality STEM Resources 
o Engage Your Students with Reading Resources 
o Find Free Content for you Blended Classroom 
o Explore INFOhio’s Differentiation Tools 

● BookNook-  http://booknook.infohio.org  ITSCO’s book trailers are not being housed at 
ITSCO anymore. BookNook will house them. They have been culled and curated to keep 
the best, and new book trailers will be accepted.  

o Contains rubrics, lesson plans, etc 
o Teachers can use as part of SLOs 
o Trailers can pulled into catalog with 856 tag 
o Not released YET! 

● Bootcamp-  Reboot with Boot Camp  Tues Aug 2, 9am-4pm 
o Registration is open now 
o Can get 5 CEUs 
o Paige Shaker-real live research 
o Coding (Annette Lang)/Boot Up student learning with iSearch Local (strategies and 

practices to boost student and staff usage) 
o Keynote#2: Miguel A. Figueroa --head ALA Center for the Future of Libraries  
o Session on Genius Hour 

▪ Includes INFOhio’s Genius Hour for iWonder 
o Tools to powerboost your library--using data to publicize library success, infographics 

and more, usage of digital communication tools, and Kahoot to maximize student 
learning 

● Blended Learning-  how to use INFOhio content in a LMS (Google Classroom, Schoology, 
Task Stream, BlackBoard, Canvas, Moodle)  (Virtual Classroom is the LMS that comes with 
Progress Book) 

o Breaking News: Science Online will have new features to have it’s content integrated 
into Google Classroom and Google Drive!! 

  

http://booknook.infohio.org/
http://booknook.infohio.org/
https://www.infohio.org/events/news/254-save-the-date-infohio-s-annual-online-boot-camp-is-august-2
http://www.scoop.it/t/blended-learning-by-infohio


                                                              
 

 
 

 
INFOhio Stats        Erica Clay 

Can contact ITC for Book Flix, Storia use etc 
Can get #s of circulation, use of Cat/Cat Jr.  
Can now get iSearch use data as well. 
http://libguides.infohio.org/isearchlocaltoolkit_educators/data 
Webinar series coming 
 

LSTA Grants         Missy Lodge 
To provide innovative programs and services 
Low application rate from Schools  (hint hint) 

● Open Grant Program-Revolving, up to $4,999--to address a specific customer need 
or develop an innovative program idea. Allows applicants to apply a new method or 
solve a problem, build a program or service, and assist library in carrying out its 
mission and plan while helping the State LIbrary address LSTA Goals.  

● Competitive Grant Program- Due Sept 1: up to $50,000, but provide 25% cash 
match--focus on one of 4 categories:  Data Management & Analytics, Literacy, 
Outreach and Partnerships, STEM (or STEAM) 

 
Digital Content        Melissa Higgs-Horwell 

Library services and INFOhio services have changed and adapted as technology has 
developed 
Expanding Access: 

● Growth in automation 
● Growth in digital content   

○ (used 23.7 million times in 2014, 83,000 times per school day!) 
● Creation of open ed resources 

○ R4S, IMatrix, Go!, TechTools Pearltree, IWonder...aligns with ESSA goals for 
open source creation 

● Seamless searching thru iSearch 
○ Now contains all resources EXCEPT Ancestry.com! 

● 90% of Ohio schools say they could not afford resources that INFOhio provides 
(without INFOhio) 

● OhioNET provides discounts for databases 
● Curation Tools are expanding: Curriculum Toolbox, IWonder, Pearltrees 
● eResource Central:  Gutenberg Titles and more 
● Connect Schools and Content: learning.com (online safety curriculm), SketchUp, 

Storia 
● ESSA: big change on how money flows into schools, block grants will be available 
● #GoOpen: campaign to encourage schools to go open source with resources (OER) 

for schools.  Big players:  Follett, FutureReady.org (developing and housing 
resources for K-12 Ts and Ss)  http://futureready.org/open , Creative Commons, 
EngageNY https://www.engageny.org , and local Ohio districts 

 
  

http://libguides.infohio.org/isearchlocaltoolkit_educators/data
http://futureready.org/open
https://www.engageny.org/


                                                              
 
 

● What’s INFOhio’s role regarding leadership in digital content? 
○ Is it: 

■ Core collection for all students 
■ Consortium purchases for all students 
■ Access to OER 
■ Curating and distributing content 

 
○ What are the top concerns of school administrators, school teachers? 

■ How can INFOhio’s digital content help solve the problem? 
■ How can we communicate and bring the customer to the INFOhio 

solution? 
■ Who would be good partners to work with to solve the problem? 

 
ISearch Local – What’s Coming      Erica Clay 

BlueCloud 
Mobile Circ- 

● Inventory- from portable devices.  Beeps for good scans, honks for bad 
● Weeding: Set dusty date and generate a list of items to weed (can trash right from 

mobile screen) 
● Request for Global Item modify!! :) please 

 
 

ISearch Local – Instructional Work Groups    Erica Clay 
Bug fixes and enhancements coming!   

Tabs will be in single line.   
“Quotes” working in search bar.   
Can select multiple items and can save to a list (including multiple items from multiple 
tabs). If you log into your account things will save from use to use.  Includes 
permalinks (in my account)   
Working on reading levels.   
View/Download inlcudes publish to Google Classroom and save to my cloud.   
If full text is HTML you can click the item title and see the text. 

 
Sharing Results 

Table 1: (Brandi) 
Administrators think everything is free and online 
Resistance in using INFOhio 
Would love a statewide plagiarism checker 

 Table 2: (Joanna) 
Critical that INFOhio is early adaptor (OER) 
Password protection doesn’t necessarily equate to OER (free in OHIO, but not world) 
Who will VET this stuff? 
Would like content available to easily put into Google Classroom 
Common training needed? 
Some teachers might be reluctant to freely share given current evaluation system 

Table 3: (  ) 



                                                              
 

PD-getting teachers ready for teaching in a new environment (1:1, blended, flipped) 
GAFE-huge push for Google in schools, esp in blended environment 
Curation and vetting is necessary...is it age appropriate? Does it stretch but not 
become inappropriate? 

Table 4 (Melissa H-H) 
Some districts are so needy. INFOhio is critical provider 
Promotion is essential, as is PD 
Needs for sharing formative assessments, SLO, standards tie-ins, etc 
Could INFOhio partner with Engage NY? 
Need directions, lessons, etc on how to embed things in LMS 

Table 5: ( ) 
Things need tied to standards 
Need to go to users for desire on content 
Just b/c it’s free doesn’t mean it’s good:  VETTING 
Informational text and content needed 
 
 
Polishing the 4-5 bingo:  reviewed and revised the instructions and that the language 
matched the lingo in iSearch 
 
Jigsaw puzzle activity: Who was…(grades 4-8, biography based)  Come up with 
questions that they could search for in groups… each group answers one question 
and completes part of a larger jigsaw 
 
Polishers: teaching iSearch and citations. Worked on first teaching iSearch, then 
when teaching citations, use iSearch.  Make a fill in bingo sheet that any teacher in 
any subject could use. Kids could fill the columns with the keywords they would 
search.  Other suggestion: created a blended learning module for grades 6-8. 
LIbrarian does iSearch at beginning, then kids work 
 
HS built a PD model that can be used about copyright...as a screen cast 
 
Can these all be turned into Genius Hours? They match the theme of the genius hour 
that is already there. 

 
Business          Emily Rozmus 

● New Vice Chair 
● Recognition for Outgoing Members – Establish Protocol 

 
 
 
 

Next Meeting: October 12, 2016 – OELMA Conference 
 

 
 

Comment [1]: could one person be jigsawed 
among a group and then made into a larger 
jigsaw piece for Important Ohioans? 


